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Q: Once I receive advancement to keep vying for a slot at the Global Innovation Awards, can my 
team change the problem or opportunity we’re working on?  We had a better idea.  

A: No, once your team has gone through your judging, you cannot change the problem or opportunity 
you identified.  Of course, we expect your team to keep iterating and improve the solution and its 
design as you continue to work on the Innovation Challenge.   

  

Q: Can my team sign-up to just do the Innovation Challenge?   

A: No, the Innovation Challenge is only open to registered and paid FIRST® Tech Challenge and 
FIRST® Robotics Competition teams.  You must sign-up for one of those programs; a separate price 
does not exist just for teams to sign up to do the Challenge.    

  

Q: Do I have to use a specific kind of software to show my design to the judges?  

A: No, in fact you don’t have to use software at all to show your designs.  Drawings are acceptable, 
however for teams that do choose to use a CAD program or animation, you can use any tool to create it 
in, even a tool that FIRST® teams do not have free access to.    

  

Q: Can one team submit more than one project this season?  

A: No, teams can only submit one Innovation Project per team.  

 

Q: How will my team’s initial submission be judged?  
 
A: After your team finishes their submission for the Innovation Challenge by March 4, FIRST will work 
to assign your team to a Group and assign a Judge Advisor to your Group, who will be working directly 
with the team to identify when your interview time will take place.  
   
Interviews for all teams participating in the FIRST Innovation Challenge will happen between March 15 
and April 12.  Judges conducting these interviews will have read your executive summary, allowing 
them to get to know your team’s work in advance and using it to help them formulate great 
questions.  The summary writing itself is not judged; it is a tool used in judging.   
   
Only those teams who advance to the Semi-Finals will be required to submit the additional materials 
referenced and due on April 21.    

 

 


